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At St. Margaret's, we prioritise the integral role of sports in fostering the health and wellbeing of our children. We firmly believe that academic excellence and active participation in sports go hand in hand. This academic year, we have not only sustained but also enhanced our provision to ensure that every child receives a consistently high-quality education.
Throughout the academic year, swimming lessons have been consistently delivered to all Year 4 pupils. As a result, 70% of the cohort successfully met the national curriculum requirements for swimming and water safety, demonstrating strong progress within the programme.
In addition to swimming, all pupils have benefited from two timetabled Physical Education (PE) lessons per week, delivered by class teachers. Following the strategic decision last year to transition away from an external coaching model, PE provision is now fully delivered in-house. This change has had a positive impact, resulting in improved curriculum coverage and enhanced learning outcomes.
The implementation of the high-quality ‘Get Set 4 PE’ scheme has been a key strength. This programme, known for its clear progression, accessible resources, and broad range of sporting disciplines, has been consistently applied across the school due to well-established expectations and structured guidance. Furthermore, the PE subject leader has undertaken lesson visits throughout the year to monitor provision and provide developmental feedback to staff, ensuring the continued high standard of teaching and learning in PE.
In addition to the core PE curriculum, we have a sports offer which children have the opportunity to attend sports which are not taught within the curriculum e.g. boxing, karate. Careful planning ensures that every pupil has access to at least one club during the year, with preparations already underway for autumn 2025-6 clubs through external agencies. 
Additional investment has been made this year in equipment and resources aligned with the PE curriculum, including the enhancement of playground apparatus informed by pupil voice and identified needs. Structured sports activities during lunchtimes - such as basketball, netball, hockey, cricket, and football - have played a significant role in promoting physical activity and engagement. These sessions have also served as a platform for developing leadership skills, with selected pupils taking responsibility for overseeing and refereeing games. In particular, trained Year 6 pupils have supported activities in Key Stage 1, acting as positive role models and embodying the school’s vision and values through sport. Targeted efforts have been made to include less active and less confident pupils in lunchtime games, ensuring that participation is enjoyable and accessible in a supportive environment. Midday Assistants (MDAs) continue to provide structured support during playtimes, further enriching pupils’ experiences in sport and physical activity.
Our Level 2 inter-school competitions this year have primarily focused on football within Key Stage 2. Competitive fixtures will resume in the Autumn term. During the year, dedicated teams were established for Year 6 boys, Year 6 girls, and a combined Year 4/5 boys' team. These teams benefited from regular coaching and the opportunity to develop their skills through structured competition, fostering both individual growth and team collaboration.
Looking ahead to the next academic year, we are committed to further broadening pupils’ access to a wider range of sports and increasing participation in local competitions across various disciplines. This continued investment in diverse and inclusive sporting opportunities, combined with a high-quality PE curriculum, enriched extracurricular provision, structured lunchtime activities, and engagement with inspiring sporting professionals, ensures that sport at St Margaret’s continues to thrive - promoting physical development, teamwork, and a lifelong love of physical activity.
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