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Religious Education - Programme of Study
Each school that is part of the Genesis Education Trust is a Church of England Primary School and, as a result, we are proud that Religious Education (RE) is a core subject and an integral part of our curriculum. We are dedicated to providing high-quality RE teaching and learning opportunities that reflect its importance within our schools. This dedication is underpinned by the Church Multi-Academy Trust’s vision and values, with a strong desire to strengthen Church of England unity across East London through the outstanding provision we offer.
The Church of England has recently updated its Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education, setting out what all Church schools are expected to provide in RE. This document will guide inspections from September 2026. At St Margaret’s C of E Primary School, our RE curriculum fully reflects this entitlement, ensuring that pupils receive a rigorous, engaging and theologically rooted education.
Christianity is at the heart of our curriculum. At St Margaret’s C of E Primary School, pupils develop a secure understanding of Christian beliefs, teachings, stories and practices - both within the Bible and in the lives of Christians today. Our curriculum is based around the Understanding Christianity programme, delivered in collaboration with and guided by the Chelmsford Diocese. Each year group explores a wide range of exciting and thought-provoking units within Christianity, alongside units of learning about other religions and worldviews.
In addition to Christianity, pupils at St Margaret’s C of E Primary School learn about a range of other faiths and worldviews, including humanism. Each year group studies a lesser-known faith, broadening children’s understanding of diverse belief systems and promoting tolerance, acceptance and a strong sense of global citizenship. Pupils explore how beliefs are shaped by cultural, historical and personal influences, and examine connections between religion, science and contemporary world issues.
Throughout RE lessons at St Margaret’s C of E Primary School, children are encouraged to ask thoughtful and challenging questions. Through exploring “big questions” and engaging in meaningful discussion, they develop critical thinking skills, learn key theological and religious vocabulary, and reflect deeply on meaning and belief. Our approach nurtures independence, curiosity and a lifelong love of learning.
Religious Education at St Margaret’s C of E Primary School plays a vital role in supporting pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and academic development. We provide opportunities for children to make meaningful links between what they learn and their own thoughts, choices, characteristics and behaviours. Pupils are supported in constructing and articulating their own beliefs, while developing understanding and respect for the beliefs and opinions of others. This learning is lived out in their day-to-day interactions, contributing positively to our school community.
If you would like to know more about our Religious Education curriculum, please speak to your child’s class teacher at a parents’ meeting or contact the school office to arrange a time to meet with our RE subject leader. Paper copies of our recent parent workshop are available from the school office. We are always happy to talk about how we support your child’s learning and spiritual development. 
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